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divided into the following sections:

Garibaldi's early career 1807-49
Garibaldi and ‘The Thousand'’

true patriot of the Ri
cause of Italian natio

Garibaldi and Rome

n the life and achievements of just one
Giuseppe Garibaldi. The material is

Garibaldi: an assessment

Was Garibaldi a brave adventurer and a natural leader of men
who led a remarkably colourful life, or was he more: the only

sorgimento who devated his life to the
nhood? The balanced conclusion

reached by most historians was that he was a mixture of
both. Do you agree? Do not give undue attention to his
eccentricities and fitful lifestyle; instead, concentrate on his
successes and failures, and estimate his importance to the
unification of Italy.

Key dates

1807 Garibaldi was born in Nice

1815 Nice became part of Piedmont

1831 Garibaldi met Mazzini and became a
nationalist

1833 Garibaldi was sentenced to death for
his part in an unsuccessful
revolutionary plot in Piedmont

1848 Garibaldi returned to ltaly from South
America and became a royalist

1849 July 3 The Roman Republic fell

1859 Garibaldi returned to Piedmont and
became a whole-hearted supporter
of Victor Emmanuel |l

1860 May 11 Garibaldi landed in Sicily

May Garibaldi took control of Sicily

1862 August

October 26 Garibaldi agreed that Victor Emmanuel

should control Naples and Sicily

Garibaldi was defeated at Aspromonte

1867 November 3 Garibaldi was defeated at Mentana

1882

Death of Garibaldi, aged 75
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Key guestion
What sort of a man
was Garibaldi?

Key dates

Garibaldi was born in
Nice: 1807

Nice became part of
Piedmont: 1815

Garibaldi met Mazzini
and became a
nationalist: 1831

Garibaldi sentenced
to death for his part in
an unsuccessful
revolutionary plot in
Piedmont: 1833
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1 | Garibaldi’s Early Career 1807-49

'Today, in Britain, the name Garibaldi is hardly remembered at
all, except perhaps as the name of a currant biscuit; but in
Victorian England it was a name to conjure with. He was the
swashbuckling adventurer, the national patriot, the leader of men,
who had struck a blow for the freedom in Italy.

On a state visit to Britain he was greeted with enormous
enthusiasm by the largest crowds seen in London for many a long
day, all of whom wanted to touch his hand as he rode in a state

procession. During the drive he was greeted with a great deal

more applause and excitement than Queen Victoria who
accompanied him, very much o her annoyance. Soon afterwards
his visit was cut short, almost certainly on royal orders.

Giuseppe Garibaldi’s life by any standards was colourtul and
dramatic. He himself described it as having been tempestuous,
made up of unusual amounts of good and evil.

Early life

Giuseppe Garibaldi was born a French citizen in Nice in 1807, but
he was only eight years old when Nice became part of Piedmont
alter the Congress of Vienna in 1815. In any case, both his
pirents were Italian and he always thought of himself as Italian.
His father was a sailor and despite his family’s wishes that he
should enter the Church, Garibaldi tollowed his father and at the
age of 15 joined the merchant navy. It was as a result of this that
a chance encounter in Marseilles in 1831 brought him into
contact with Mazzini and altered his life for ever.

Disciple of Mazzini
Mazzini, the tounder of “Young Italy’ (see page 28), believed that
Italy should be free, independent and united, with the people
having a say in government, and that a republic was more likely
than a monarchy to bring this about. Mazzini’s greatest gift was
probably to inspire revolutionary leaders with nationalist fervour
and patriotic enthusiasm, and the greatest of his disciples was
Garibaldi.

Garibaldi was quickly converted to the dream of a united Italy,

Joined the “Young Italy’ movement, and in 1833 became involved

in Mazzini's revolutionary plans in Piedmont. ‘The plot, intended
to start a mutiny in the army and navy, went wrong, and Garibaldi
was among those sentenced to death for their part in it.

South American interlude

Fortunately for Garibaldi, he had already left the country before
the trial began and so the sentence could not be carried out.
Signing on as second mate, he sailed for South America, where he
stayed for a dozen years, settling first in Rio de Janeiro. There he
found that a branch of “Young Taly’ was already established. He
Joined and quickly became involved in revolutionary plans.
Planning, though, was not enough for him. He wanted action and
for a while he became a pirate preying on the shipping of the
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New World, and then he joined a rebel army in Brazil. In between ¢ rrilla fighters %
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spaghetti. He quickly became bored by this and joined the army
defending Uruguay against an Argentinian take-over. He raised
an Halian legion of guerrilia fighters which fought with much

- bravery if little skill, and was largely responsible for the final
Uruguayan victory.

It was during this time that Garibaldi’s Legion wore the famous
red shirt for the first time. Originally modelled on the South
American poncho, Garibaldi had seen it being worn by local
slaughtermen. It was cheap and easy to make and being red in
colour did not show the blood, of either cattle or men. Later,
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inspired by the uniform of the New York Fire Brigade, Garibaldi called legionaries.
introduced sleeves, and then brass buttons, making the whole Poncho ,
design much more like that of a shirt. After his return with his \ cirenlar cape-tike :
legionaries to Italy, the manufacture of these shirts was willingly garment with no 2
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by Odoardo Borrani.




A portrait of Garibaldi
by Altamura Saverio.
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Instead of the red shirt, Garibaldi himself sometimes wore
a white poncho, a relic of his South American days, and his
portraits — including that by Saverio (see below) ~ show him
with a circle-brimmed hat tipped over one eye. His shapeless
trousers were homemade by himself, but as he never mastered
buttonholes they had to be tied up with laces. He preferred a
simple life and ate little. Rather rough in manner, he was
generally good humoured, but could be ruthless and determined.
His main interests were fighting and women. He ‘collected’ a
large number of women over the years in addition to the three he
married.

Scandal and gossip followed him, but could not hide his success
as a leader of soldiers or his devotion to the cause of Italian
unity.

On his return to Italy in 1848 he was to inspire great devotion
from his men, and a near-religious adoration from ordinary
people. Street songs, ballads and popular prints of the time show
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him as semi-divine: in effect a local patron saint, his portrait was
displayed in a place of honour next (o that of the Madonna in {
Italian homes (see the illustration above). His charisma was
overwhelming. {
Garibaldi and the revolutions of 1848-9 ;ey question | j
In 1.848. hearimg ramours of a l'('\/().!llli()n in Im_ly,. Garibaldi Why did Garibaldi |
decided to return home, accompantied by 60 of his men and a switch from being a '
number of out-ol-date weapons. When he arrived in Nice, he republican to a
immediately offered his military services to Charles Albert, King  rovalist?
1

of Picdmont. This was a surprising thing for him, as a declared
republican, to do. Charles Albert must have been surprised also.




Key dates

Key term

Garibaldi returned to
Italy from South
America and became
a royalist; 1848

The Roman Republic
fell: 3 July 1849

Garibaldini

The soldiers of
Garthaldi, also
known as
legionaries and Red
Shirts.

Key question
Why did the Roman
Republic last for such
a short time?
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‘The king mistrusted the offer and refused to see Garibaldi,
sending him instead to the War Minister, who also refused the
olter. Nobody, it seemed, trusted or wanted Garibaldi and his red-
shirted devoted followers, the Garibaldini.

Garibaldi enlisted instead in the army of the revolutionary
government of Milan in Lombardy, but before his men could see
much action the news came that Charles Albert’s Piedmontese
army had been defeated at Custoza (see page 36). On hearing
this, most of the legionaries deserted, and the few who remained
with Garibaldi took action in only a few minor skirmishes. Later,
an Austrian general remarked that the one man who could have
helped Piedmont win the 1848 war was the one man they turned
their backs on.

Why did Garibaldi offer his services to Charles Albert? He
seems to have believed that only Charles Albert, as King of
Piedmont, had the resources to deteat the Austrians and unite
Italy. It was a decision that constituted a turning point in his life,
as he abandoned the republican preference he had learnt from
Mazzini. ‘I was a republican’, Garibaldi insisted, ‘but when |
discovered that Charles Albert had made himself champion of
[taly I swore to obey him and faithfully to follow his banner.’
Mazzini was hurt at what he saw as a betrayal, and Charles Albert
tailed at first to welcome his new follower; but Garibaldi, always
single-minded in his devotion to the cause of Italian unity, could
see no way of achieving it except by attaching himself to Charles
Albert and afterwards to his successor.

The Roman Republic 1849
'The Roman Republic was declared in February 1849, after the
Pope had refused to make political changes to the government of
Rome and was torced to escape from the city to safety in southern
ltaly (see page 37). The Republic was short lived, surviving for
only four months. It was led by a triumvirate headed by Mazzini.
Under his influence Rome had never been better governed.
Garibaldi and the legionaries arrived in Rome as the city
prepared, in Mazzini’s words, ‘to resist, resist whatever the cost, in
the name of independence, in the name of honour and the right
of all states, great or small, weak or strong, to govern themselves'.
Garibaldi appeared a striking figure, patrolling the city
defences. According to a Dutch artist who saw him in Rome in
1849:

Garibaldi entered through the gate. It was the first time | had seen
the man whose name everyone in Rome knew and in whom many
had placed their hopes. Of middle height, well built, broad
shouldered, his square chest gives a sense of power - he stood
there before us; his blue eyes verging on violet, surveyed in one
glance the entire group. Those eyes had something remarkable ...
they contrasted curiously with those dark sparkling eyes of his
italian soldiers, and his light chestnut brown hair, which fell loosely
over his shoulders, contrasting with their shining black curls. His
face was burnt red with the sun and his face covered with frenklas
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A heavy moustache and a light blonde beard ending in two points
gave a military expression to his face. Most striking was his broad
nose which has caused him to be given the name of Leone and
indeed made one think of a lion; a resembtance which according to
his soldiers was still more conspicuous in a fight when his eyes
shot forth flames and his hair waved as a mane upon his head.

He was dressed in a red tunic and on his head was a little black
felt, sugar loaf hat, with two black ostrich feathers. In his left hand
he had a sabre and a cartridge bag hung from his left shoulder.

‘The Pope had appealed to Austria and Spain for help, but it was
not from these Gatholic monarchies — which might have been
expected to come to the aid of the Pope - but from the president
of another republic, 1L.ouis Napoleon of France, that help came. A
French army arrived at the gates of Rome, but was driven back.
Then, during a temporary truce, French reinforcements arrived.
The end came quickly as the delenders, heavily outnumbered,
fought bravely but in vain. At the beginning of July the Roman
Republic fell to the soldiers of the French Republic.

The march to the coast

On the day before, Garibaldi had made a theatrical entry into
Rome’s Assembly with a sword so bent and battered from hand-
to-hand fighting that it would no longer fit in its scabbard. He
announced that further resistance was useless. The Assembly
appointed him ‘dictator” of Rome to make what arrangements he
thought necessary. He outlined possible action to the Assembly:

e to surrender the city (impossible)

« 1o continue to fight inside the city (suicidal in view of the
greatly reinforced French army now numbering 20,000 men,
twice the size of the defending army)

e or to withdraw as many men as possible towards Venetia, where
the Republic there was still holding out against a besieging
Austrian army (the only acceptable option).

Garibaldi appealed to the crowd in the Piazza of St Peter:

Fortune who betrays us today will smile on us tomorrow. lam
going out from Rome. Let those who wish to continue the war
against the stranger, come with me. { offer neither pay, nor
quarters, nor provisions; | offer hunger, thirst, forced marches,
battles and death. Let him who loves his country in his heart, and
not with his lips only, follow me.

He collected nearly 5000 men, almost all the soldiers who had
not been killed in the defence of Rome, and began a forced
march towards the Adriatic coast.

“This march became one of the epic tales of the Risorgimento.
Over 800 kilometres of mountainous country, a shortage of food
and water, and pursuit by enemy troops all took their toll. Only
1500 men reached the coast. Garibaldi’s wife Anita, who had
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accompanied him everywhere during the past 10 years and often
fought alongside him, died on the way and he was unable to stop
for long enough to bury her. Many of the Garibaldini were killed
or captured or deserted to become bandits.

Garibaldi himself escaped to Genoa where he was arrested but
later freed on condition that he left Ttaly at once. His career as a
revolutionary soldier-hero seemed to be over, the drama played
out, the legend finished as he once again set sail across the
Atlantic, this time to North America.

”Summary diagram: Garibaldi’s early career 1807-49 ,

' Garibaldi

: Mazzinian and Royalist and
charismatic adventurer charismatic adventurer
~ Abortive coup in 1833 . Rejected by

! Charles Albert in 1848
j

3

South American adventures Fought for
1833-48 Lombardy 1848

z’

; The Roman

! Republic

1849

Key question 2| Garibaldi and ‘The Thousand’

What caused friction  Exjle and royal service 1849-59

between Cavour and : ; . o ,
Garibaldi? In the United States Garibaldi found what employment he could,

eventually going back to sea as master of a ship travelling
between the USA and China, until he inherited some money from

Garibaldi returned to his brother. He used this to buy half of the small island of
Piedmont and Caprera oft the coast of the island of Sardinia. There he took up

became a whole- L . : :
hearted supporter of  [rming but was able to keep in touch with events in Italy through

Victor Emmanuel I
1859
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the National Society, which was working for the unification of
Ttaly not as a republic but as a monarchy under the leadership of
the King of Piedmont.

In the 10 years since Garibaldi had left Italy there had been
many changes. The situation in Piedmont itself was greatly
altered. Charles Albert had been succeeded by his son, Victor
Emmanuel, who was pleasant, easy-going and rather lazy, and not
unlike Garibaldi in his down-to-earth honest approach and
somewhat uncultivated manners. He was, however, much more
politically able than he appeared and managed somechow to keep
on good terms with both Cavour and Garibaldi. He inspired great
loyalty from the latter, though without returning it.

Cavour was by now chief minister, but his views on the need for
Italian unity were still unclear.

After his meeting with Napolcon 111 at Plombicres in July 1858
(sec page b9), Cavour sent an invitation 1o Garibaldi through the
National Society to visit Turin. There, at a meeting with Gavour
and Victor Emmanuel, Garibaldi was given details of the plans for
forcing war on Austria in 1859. He offered to recruit and train
volunteers. Clearly, he had thrown in his lot with the Piedmontese
king.

In the spring of 1859 the war against Austria began (see
pages 62-3 for details of the war). The armies of Piedmont and
JFrance were badly organised, but the Austrians even more so, and
French and Piedmontese troops were able to conquer Lombardy.
Garibaldi’s men played an important part in the fighting in
northern Italy and Garibaldi was presented by Victor Emmanucl
with the Gold Medal for valour, the highest military decoration in
Piedmont.

Victor Emmanuel was now king of all northern Italy except for
Venetia. But as part of the agreement with Napoleon for French
support during the war, Nice and Savoy had to be ceded to
France; and the handing over of Nice, the city of his birth, was a
bitter blow to Garibaldi, who now decided that Cavour was “a low
intriguer’. A crisis point had been reached.

The expedition to Sicily

The preparations

In April 1860 a revolt started in Palermo in Sicily against the
King of Naples. It was almost certainly organised by followers of
Mazzini, who urged Garibaldi to take his men to the island, and 1t
was supported by the National Society with its contacts
throughout Italy. At the time Garibaldi was working on an armed
expedition to recover Nice from France. This would include
blowing up the ballot boxes to be used by those voting on
whether Nice should remain halian or again become French. He
was, fortunately for the cause of Ttalian unity, diverted from this
plan by news of the revolt in Sicily.

Garibaldi began to collect more volunteers and by early May
1860 had a force of about 1200, mostly very young men, who
were known as “The Thousand’. He also had with him his current
mistress and a thousand rifles, but no ammunition, aboard two

National Society

A body setup in
1X36 by moderate
republicans, aiming
to bridge the gap
between Mazzm
and Garihaldi, Ted
by the Venetian
Daniele Manm, 1t
begian to Jook to the
Pledimontese
monarchy to
spearhead
unification.
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Key question
Why did Cavour have
doubts about this
expedition?
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Key question
How was Garibaldi
able to conquer
Sicily?

Garibaldi landed in
Sicily: 11 May 1860
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old paddle steamers in the port of Genoa, ready to sail in the
name of ‘Ttaly and Victor Emmanuel’.

Cavour’s attitude

Common sense suggested to the Piedmontese prime minister,
Count Cavour, that the expedition was unlikely to succeed. It had
been put together too quickly, the number of men was too small
and their resources too poor, while it was known that the enemy
forces were large. It was also known that previous expeditions of
this kind had failed, including a much farger one in 1857.
Garibaldi might be a brilliant leader of men but he had no
understanding of military tactics. Cavour therefore was far from
convinced that the expedition would succeed. Nor was he sure it
was a good idea. In his opinion Sicily, like the rest of the south,
was too poor and backward to be ready for a rake-over by
Piedmont. He therefore refused Garibaldi’s request for arms and
equipment for the expedition, and made it clear that it went
without Piedmontese othcial support.

Some later reports suggested that Cavour tried to persuade
Victor Emmanuel to arrest Garibaldi. But it was too late. The
expedition had sailed on 5 May.

In a note to his confidential agent in Paris, Cavour made it
clear that he had ‘made every effort to persuade Garibaldi to
drop his mad scheme’, but could ‘not stop him going, for force
would have been necessary’, which would have led to ‘immense
unpopularity had Garibaldi been prevented’. In the end he
comforted himself with the idea that if the expedition failed he
would be rid of Garibaldi, ‘a troublesome fellow’, and if it
succeeded ‘Italy would get some benefit from it

Success in Sicily
Garibaldi reached Marsala in Sicily on 11 May. He was lucky to be
allowed to land. His two steamers arrived alongside a detachment
of Britain’s navy, and the local commander - quite wrongly -
thought Garibaldi was under British protection and so refrained
from attacking, whereas in veality there was no connection at all.
Garibaldi benefited from this happy accident. One of his men was
wounded in the shoulder, and one dog in the leg. It was an
auspicious start.

From Marsala, the Red Shirts advanced on Palermo, the
island capital, gathering support on the way and defeating a
Neapolitan army in hand-to-hand fighting. In pouring rain
“The Thousand’ ~ now numbering nearer 3000 - reached
Yalermo at the end of May and found 20,000 enemy troops
waiting for them. One of “The Thousand’ described the battle
for Palermo:

There was no sign of any local uprising until quite late in the day.
We were on our own, 800 of us at most, spread out over an
area as large as Milan. It was impossibie to expect any planning
let alone any orders, but somehow we managed to take the city
against 25,000 well-armed and well-mounted regular soldiers.
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We were real ragamuffins ... we ran in ones and twos through
alleys and squares chasing Neapolitans and trying to stir up the
Palmeritans. The Neapolitans were too busy running away

and the Palmeritans in taking refuge from the gunfire ... when
Palermo finally fell it was all our doing, ours alone. Garibaldi
showed the height of courage and we too were heroes just
because we believed in what was impossible.
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Garibaldi quickly took possession of Palermo, the garrison Garibaldi took control
withdrew to Naples and the island of Sicily was his. Ts success of Sicily: May 1860
outside Palermo was helped by the fact that an earlier vevolt hacd

left much of the island in a state of chaos, with bands of peasants

roaming about fooking for revenge against Neapolitan troops and

oppressive landlords. Theretore, the speed of Garibaldi's success

was partly due 1o his dashing and bold style of leadership and

partly due to the caution of Neapolitan ofhicers worried about

possible ambushes of their men by Sicilian bandits and

dispossessed peasants,
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Governing Sicily }?ey -
Garvibaldi appointed himsell as *dictator” of Sicily and at first was Did Garibaldi govern
sympathetic to the aims of the peasant revolt. He abolished the Sicily effectively?
tax collected on comn being milled-into flour, which was a
standing grievance of the peasants, and won their support by
promising a redistribution of land. Soon, however, he changed
sides and suppressed a number of new peasant revolts. Through 5
this he Tost the support of the peasants but won that of the
landlords whose help he needed to restore law and order. He
needed peace and stability in the island in order (o be able to use
Sicily as a jumping-off ground for an attack on the mainland of
Haly and the next stage of unification. His obsession with a united
Italy had led him to betray Mazzini's teaching about the
mportance of supporting the underprivileged.
A report 1o Cavour on the situation in Sicily in_june 1860
showed all was not well:

Garibaldi is greatly beloved. But no one believes him capable of
running a government ... No one wishes to wound him, but all are
determined not to tolerate a government which is no government
... He is troubled, irritated and weary beyond belief and his
conversation clearly shows that the cares of government are
crushing and overwhelming him.

As part of his law-and-order campaign Garibaldi introduced
Picdmontese laws into Sicily as a preparation for annexation by
Piedmont, but for the moment he refused (o hand over Sicily o
Victor Emmanucl. He was afraid that if he did so Cavour would
stop him using Sicily as a base for the campaign against Naples.
Cavour was undoubtedly surprised at Garibaldi’s success in Siaily
and probably displeased at the public acclaim. Garibaldi was too
much in the limelight and likely (0 take too much of the credit for
himself for uniting Taly if he was allowed to continue unchecked.,
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Key question
Why did Garibaldi
have such easy
success in Naples?

Key question

Why did Cavour feel
that he had to check
Garibaldi’s progress?
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Cavour would have preferred things done more quietly, more
constitutionally and with the credit going to Piedmont, Victor
Emmanuel and himself.

Naples

Cavour was correct in his assumption that Garibaldi would next
attempt to take Naples and then move northwards. But what
could he do to prevent him? He tried to arrange a revolution in
Naples in favour of Victor Emmanuel, but this failed. Then he
gave orders to stop Garibaldi and his men from crossing the
Straits of Messina to the mainland, but Garibaldi was too quick
for him: dodging the ships sent to stop him he ferried his men
across the Straits to Calabria on 22 August.

'Then, although heavily outnumbered, Garibaldi fought his way
north towards the city of Naples. When he heard that the King of
Naples had left the city, he accepted its surrender, arriving there
in advance of his troops, by train and almost alone in early
September.

For the next two months Garibaldi ruled as ‘dictator’ over the
Kingdom of Naples, unable to advance any further because the
way was barred by a Neapolitan military stronghold in the north.

Nevertheless Garibaldi’s plan was, as soon as possible, to move
northwards, to the Papal States and then to Rome, and so
complete the geographical unification of Italy. The fact that he
was delayed in Naples gave Cavour time to act.

Cavour forestalls Garibaldi
As we have seen (on pages 68-70), historians are uncertain about
Cavour’s precise motives at this stage. But he clearly did not
much like what Garibaldi had been doing in Sicily and Naples
and feared that an attack on Rome, such as Garibaldi intended,
would lead to difficulties, especially with France. Napoleon 11 was
already upset because, two months earlier on his way south,
Garibaldi had landed a small force in the Papal States. That
expedition fizzled out, but the warning of more to come was clear.
"The danger was that France and the rest of Catholic Europe
would act if the Pope or the city of Rome were threatened.

Cavour was aware that many of the men who had joined
Garibaldi (the Garibaldini now numbered about 60,000 men) were
Mazzinians. 'This meant that they were opposed to the Church
and its teachings and would be only too glad to join in an attack
on Rome. They were also republicans and this posed another
threat. If they won control, the whole nationalist leadership might
slip away from Piedmont and Victor Emmanuel, and become
again republican and revolutionary. Cavour and Victor Emmanuel
must have had some doubt about whether even Garibaldi could
maintain control over such a large army of irregular soldiers and
enforce on them obedience to the cause he said he was
supporting, that of ‘Traly and Victor Emmanuel’. It was all
becoming very difficult for Cavour,

Cavour’s most pressing need was to stop Garibaldi from attacking
Rome. The only way to do this was to send an army from Piedmont
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through the Papal States to meet him before he could reach the city
of Rome. The Pope had no wish to see either the Garibaldmi or
official Piedmontese troops in his territory, but Cavour acted
anyway. Using the excuse that the Pope was unable to deal with a
threatened revolt in his territory, the Piedmontese army with Victor
Emmanuel at its head marched through the Papal States. They
defeated a papal army on the way, and any civilians resisting the
invasion were shot as traitors to the cause of a united Ttaly.

Unification almost complete

In October the Piedmontese army reached Neapolitan territory
and Garibaldi and Victor Emmanuel met on 26 October in what
might have been a highly tense scene. But Garibaldi had no
intention of doing other than prove himself a loyal subject. With
4 flourish of his broad-brimmed hat be saluted Victor Emmanuel
as ‘the first King of Italy” and agreed that the territory he had
taken should be handed over to the king.

In the ballots that were soon held in Sicily, Naples, Umbria and
the Papal Marches there was an overwhelming wish for annexation
by Picdmont. Nationalist feclings were running high after all the
drama of the summer, and there seemed no real alternative now
that the previous rulers were no longer in place (see also page 71).

On 7 November Victor Emmanuel and Garibaldi rode together
in a triumphal state entry into Naples. One of the stafl from the
French embassy in Piedmont wrote that

the immense popularity which Victor Emmanuel enjoys in the old
provinces of Piedmont owes more to the royalist feelings of the
people than to the personal qualities of the King. Events and above
all the genius of his Prime Minister [Cavour] have raised him to the
position he now occupies in ltaly and in Europe. If ever his name
becomes famous in history, his only glory will have been ‘to have
allowed ltaly to create herself’. Like all mediocre men Victor
Emmanuel is jealous and quick to take offence. He will find it
difficutt to forget the manner of his triumphal entry into Naples,
when, seated in Garibaldi’s carriage — Garibaldi in a red shirt - he
was presented to his people by the most powerful of his subjects.

People are mistaken in crediting Victor Emmanuel with a liking for
Garibaldi. As soldiers they probably have points of contact in their
characters and tastes, which have alfowed them to understand
each other at times, but the hero’s familiarity is very displeasing to
the King. After all, what sovereign placed in the same situation
would not resent the fabulous prestige of Garibaldi’s name?

On the day after the state entry into Naples, Garibaldi ofhcially
handed over all his conquests to Victor Emmanuel, who in return
offered him the rank of Major General, the title of Prince, a large
pension and even a castle. Garibaldi refused them all because he
felt that the king had behaved badly towards the Red Shirts. He
had refused to inspect them and had not signed the proclamation
of thanks sent to them. Soon afterwards the Garibaldini were
disbanded, their services no longer required. As Garibaldi said,

Key question

Why did Cavour and
Victor Emmanuel wish
Garibaldi to play no
further part in ltalian
affairs?

Garibaldi agreed that
Victor Emmanuel
should control Naples
and Sicily: 26 October
1860
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‘The Worship of
Garibaldi’. In this
cartoon of 1863,
Napoleon lll, Pope
Pius IX and Prime
Minister Ratazzi of
ltaly try to snuff out
the candies that
illumine ‘Saint
Giuseppe Garibaldi’.
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“They think men are like oranges; you squeeze out the last drop
of juice and then you throw away the peel’.

Garibaldi retired to his island of Caprera with a year’s supply of
macaroni and very little else. Both Victor Emmanuel and Cavour
were determined that Garibaldi should leave active political life.
As far as they were concerned, his job was done. (As shown in the
cartoon below, several key figures wished to snuff out even his
reputation.) All Italy except for Rome and Venetia had been
united under Victor Emmanuel and the constitution of Piedmont
had been extended to the whole of the new Kingdom of Italy. If
Garibaldi remained politically active, he was likely to cause
trouble.

Garibaldi, however, did not agree that his work was finished.
He had his eye fixed firmly on Rome as a future target.
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Summary diagram: Garibaldi and ‘The Thousand

Was Garibaldi loyal to Victor Emmanuel 11?

1859 - fought for Piedmont against Austria

| March 1800 - Nice (his birthplace) ceded to France

L e

{ May-July 1800 - took Sicily, which to refused to give to Piedmont

[ October 1800 - handed over Sicily and Naples to Victor Emmanuel

3 | Garibaldi and Rome

Rome was still occupiced by French troops protecting the Pope, but
there was continued pressure from Ialian nationalists for it to be
freed and included in the new Kingdom of Italy as the historical
capital.

The first attempt

Garibaldi had always maintained that whenever the government
found itsell’ unable 1o act in the interests of national unity, it was
the right of volunteers to take independent action. Thus, in 1862
he returned 1o Sicily from Caprera and collected together about
3000 volunteers for the conquest of Rome. Apparently with the
approval of Victor Emmanuel but not of the Piedmontese
government, Garibaldi set off on the march north. He did not
know that Cavour's successor as prime minister, Urbano Rattazzi,
had planned a similar conp to that of 1860. The plan was for an
invasion of papal territory by a Piecdmontese army which would
reach the city of Rome before Garibaldi could. The plot failed
because the French would not agree.

Garibaldi had already reached Palermo and been greeted with
Joyous shouts of ‘Rome or Death'. Victor Emmanuel, sensing
danger, immediately withdrew his support. No one tried to stop
Garibaldi crossing the Straits, for the message sent to the naval
commander at Messina was so vague that he ignorved it and
allowed Garibaldi and his men 1o cross to Calabria. There, in bad
weather, they were shot at by local troops and lorced 1o retreat
into the mountains. All except 500 of the men deserted. Those
who remained were defeated ar Aspromonte in a short battle with
government troops at the end of August. Garibaldi, much to his
annoyance, was shot in the leg and captured (see the illustration
on page 95). He was imprisoned for a time and then returned to

Caprera.
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Key question
Why did Garibaldi fail
to take Rome in
18627

Garibaldi was
defeated at
Aspromonte: August
1862
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‘Garibaldi Wounded at Aspromonte’. In this painting an ltalian general receives the surrender of
the wounded Garibaldi. Such was his fame that the bandages around his calf were later
venerated by some as sacred relics.

Key question
Why did Garibaldi fail
i a second time?

‘The whole adventure had turned into a disaster for Garibaldi
personally and militarily. He was not used to being wounded or to
being defeated. The government too was embarrassed that the
old hero, one of those responsible tor the unilication of Italy, had
been defeated and imprisoned by the government of the
kingdom he had done so much to create.

The second attempt

All was not quite over for Garibaldi. In 1864 the Italian
government agreed to protect Rome from attack and to remove
the Italian capital from ‘Turin in Piedmont to Florence in Tuscany,
an indication that the ruling politicians no longer wanted Rome
as the capital. In return the French agreed to withdraw their
troops from Rome. This arrangement was not popular in ltuly,
however, as most Italians still wanted ‘the Eternal City’ as their
capital. Riots in Turin left two dozen dead.

Nevertheless the deal was implemented. In April 1865 Florence
was proclaimed capital of Taly, and in December 1866 the last
French troops duly left Rome. Garibaldi now decided on action.
He escaped from house arrest on Gaprera and, disguised as a
fisherman, sailed in a dinghy